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L. An Account of a Dropfy in the left Ovary of a
Woman, aged §8. Cured by a large Incifion
made i the Side of the Abdomen, by Dr.Ro-
bert Houftoun.

A‘Y)G’Z)S T ryo1. I was in the Country, with a
Patient, the Lady Anne Houfloun, Wife to Sir
Jobn Houfloun, Baronet ; in the Shire of Renfrew,
ten Miles from Glafgow, North Britain. This
charitable Lady prefs'd me with great Earneftnefs to
vifit a Tenant’s Wife, who lay bedridden, of an un-
common Difeafe, which no Phyfician, or Surgeon,
who had feen her, could give any Name to, or ac-
count for. She inform’d me, the ableft of that Coun-
try had forfaken her, and declared her incurable, fo
that I could lofe no Reputation by the Refult of my
Endeavours. '

In order to oblige this worthy Lady, and in Com-
pafiion to the Diftrefs of a poor Woman in fo deplorable
Condition, deferted and given over on all fides, I went,
determined to do every thing in my Power for her Re-
lief. She was in the 58th Year of her Age, her Name
was Margaret Millar. .

She inform’d me that her Midwife, in her laft
lying-in, at 45 Years old, having violently pull’d away
the Burthen, fhe was {o very fenfibly affe&ted by a Pain,
which then feiz'd her inthe left Side, between the
‘Ombilicus and Groin, that fhe fcarce ever had been
free from it after, but that it had troubled her more, or
lefs, during 13 Years together; that for two Years paft

fhe had been extremely uneafy, her Belly grew very
large,
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large, and a Difficulty of breathing increafed continu-
ally upon her; infomuch that for the laft fix Months,
fhe had {carce breath’d at all but with the utmoft Dif-
ficulty., 'That in all that Space of Time, having quite
loft her Appetite, {he had fcarce eat fo much as would
nourifh a fucking Child ; and that for three Months to-
gether the had now been forc’d to lie conftantly on her
Back, not daring to move at all, to one fide or other.

This Tumour was grown to {o monftrous a Bulk,
that it engrofs’d the whole left Side, from the ‘Umébili-
cus to the Pubes, and ftretch’d the Abdominal Mufcles,
to fo unequal a Degree, that I don’t remember ever to
have {een the like in the whole Courfe of my Pra&ice.
It drew towards a Point. Her being fo long confined to
lie continually on her Back, having grievoufly excori-
ated her, added much to her Sufferings, which, with
want of Reft and Appetite, had wafted her to Skin and
Bone, as the poor Woman herfelf exprefled it. Indeed fhe
needed not to havetold mefo, my Eyes were too faith-
ful Witnefes of her low and wretched Condition.

Scarce able to fpeak out, the told me, that having
heard much of my Succefs, fhe had ftrong Hopes of
Relief, provided I would try at leaft, and do fome-
thing in Pity to her AfHliGtion.

I anfwer’d her that I was willing, but afraid, in her
low State, the would want Strength to undergo a large
Incifion; thatin order effectually to relieve her, I muft
be oblig’d to lay open a great Part of her Belly, and
remove the Caufe of all that Swelling : the feem’d not
frightened, but heard me without Diforder, and, as if
infpird with fudden Courage, prefs’d, and urg’d me to
the Operation,

I drew (I muft confefs) almoft all my Confidence
from her unexpetted Refolution, fo that without lofs
of Time, I prepared what the Place would allow, and
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with an Impofthume Lancet, laid open about an Inch,
but finding nothing iffue, I enlarged it two Inches, and
even then nothing came forth buta little thin yellowifh
Serum, {o 1 ventured to lay it open about two Inches
more : I was not a little ftartled, after fo large an A-
perture, to find only a glutinous Subftance bung up
this Orifice. All my Difliculty was to remove it; I
try’d my Probe, I endeavour’d with my Fingers, but
all was in vainy it was fo flippery that it eluded every
Touch, and the ftrongeft hold I could take.

I wanted, in this place, almoft every thing neceffary,
but bethought myfelf of a very odd Inftrument, yetas
good as the beft in its Confequence, becaufe it anfwer'd
the End propos’d. I took a ftrong Firr-Splinter, fuch
as the Poor in that Country ordinarily ufe to burn in-
ftead of Candles ; I wrapt about the End of this Splinter
fome loofe Lint, and thrutt it into the Wound, and by
turning and winding it, I drew out above two Yards in
Length of a Subftance thicker than any Gellie, or ra-
ther like Glue that’s frefh made and hung out to dry;
the Breadth of it was above ten Inches; this was fol-
lowed by nine full Quarts of fuch Matter, as I have
met with 1n Steatomatous and Atheromatous Tumours,
with feveral Hydatides, of various Sizes, containing a
yellowith Serum, the leaft of ’em bigger thanan O-
range, with feveral large Pieces of Membranes, which
feem’d to be Parts of the diftended Ovary. Then I
{queez’d out all I could, and ftitch’d up the Wound in
three Places, almoft equi-diftant: T was oblig’d to make
ufle of Lucatellus’s Balfam, which was made by her
Lady for the Ulfe of the Poor ; with this Balfam I co-
vered a Pledget, the whole Length of the Wound, and
over that laid {everal Comprefles, dippd in warm
French Brandy, and becaufe I judg’d that the Parts
might have loft their Spring, by fo vaft and fo long a

Diftention
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Diftention, I dipt in the fame Brandy a large Napkin
four times folded, and applied it over all the Dreflings,
and with a couple of ftrong Towels, which were alfo
dipt, I{wathed her round the Body, and then gaveher
about four Ounces of the following Mixture, which I
had from her Lady.

B Aq. Menthe t5{s. Ag. Cinnamoms: fort. 16 ifs,

Syr. Diacodis 3 vi. M.
The Cinnamon-Water was drawn off from Canary and
the beft Cinnamon ; indeed it was the fineft and moft
fragrant Cinnamon-Water I ever tafted ; of this Mixture
I ordered her 2 or 3 Spoonfiils 4 times a Day.

Next Morning I found her in a breathing Sweat, and
fhie informed me, witlh great Tokens of Joy, that
{he had not flept fo much, nor found herfelf {o well re-
frefh’d, atany Time for three Months paft. I carefully
attended her once every Day, and as conftantly dreffed
her Wound. in the fame Manner as above, for about
eight Days together; I kept in the lower Part of the
Wound a {mall Tent, which difcharged fome Serofities
at every Drefling for 4 or5 Days. But Bufinefs calling
me elfewhere, I left her, having firft inftructed her two
Daughters (both Women, who carefully attended her)
how to drefs her Wound, and told ’era what Diet I
thought moft proper, enjoining ’em ftri¢tly to obferve
what I order’d.

Her chief Food was ftrong Broth made of an old
Cock, in each Porringer of which was one Spoonful of
the Eady’s Cinnamon-Water ; this was repeated 4 times
a ddy, and gave her new Life and Spirits,

After three Weeks Abfence, 1 called at her Houfe,
and finding it fhut up, was a little furpriz’d, but had
not gone far before I was much more furprized, when
I found her fitting wrapt up in Blankets, giving Dire-
&ions to fome Labouters who were cutting down her
Corn. Ca She
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She mended apace to the Admiration of every body
thereabouts, recovered furprizingly, and lived in perfe&t
Health from that time, which was in Augufl 1701,
till Ocfober 1714. when fhe died in ten Days Sicknefs.

That this Tumour, or rather Dropfy of the Ovar:-
um, proceeded from the Midwife’s Rathnefs in pulling
away the Placenta, not knowing how to feparate it
from the ‘Oterus fkilfully, feems to me plain from
what the Woman herfelf told me, and whatfell out af-
terwards.

The Placenta adhering faft to the ‘Vzerus, required
more Art to bring it away than fhe was Miftrels of,
which probably induc’d her to ufe Violence; by which
the forc’d down the Fundus ‘Oteri, {o overfirain’d the
Ligaments, and all that’s appended to ’em; efpecially
the Ligamentum latum of the left Side and its Ovars-
um, which may be reafonably allow’d to have been
hurt in the Relaxation with the reft. Hence the Ela-
fticity of thefe lzfed Parts was not only impair’d, but
the fmall Lymphaticks ruptur’d, fo that the extravafa-
ted Lympha rufhing out, thicken’d, and not being able
to recirculate, dilated the injur’d Quarium, and thus
increas’d the Tumour, and the Parts being already ex-
ceflively diftended, and being no longer able to refift the
new Influx of frefh Secretions, rupturd alfo, and by
Dearees augmented to that huge and enormous Bulk.

Cyprianusin his Letter to Sir Thomas Millington,
oives feveral Inftances of the Mifchiefs committed by
Midwives, and other ignorant Perfons. When a Pls-
centa adheres, then (fayshe) they tear all before ’em,
by pulling rudely, they force down the Fundus Ute-
rz, confequently do Violence to the Ovaria and other
Parts, whence follow Inflammations, &c.

Foreflus, 1. 28. O4f. §o. {fays, that an over-bold
Midwife pulled out the Placenta too haftily, andthat

the
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thie Woman prefently fell into a Swoon, and died im-
mediately.

Frederick Ruyfch attributes the Caufe of a Pla-
centa’s adhering clofe, to a central Infertion of the Na-
vel-String into the Placenta, in which Cafe it is hard
to {eparate; a Train of difmal Accidents attend thofe
who, not knowing how to do it, venture to pull it a-
way by Force. Vide Obf. Anat. 97.

Dionis and la Motte have made the fame Remark,
by the latter of which we . are told of innumerable
Accidents, which he has known happen to Women in
hard Labour, by the Rathnefs and Ignorance of bold
Pretenders, who, without Rule, Precepts, Practice, or
any fuitable Inftrutions, venture to prattife Deliveries.

The aforefaid Ruy/ch has a remarkable Inftance of
the Effe@s of Violence in hard Labour : The Cafe is
curious. Fide Obf. Anat.63.

Manget, in his Theatrum Anat. tells us that 1in
all hard Labours, where the Placenta {ticks, the L.i-
gaments fuffer more or lefs by a rath and ignorant
Way of Pulling; Examples of which fee in Platerus’s
064/ lib. 3. Bartholin. Cent. 2. Hif2, 9x. Cent. 5. Hif}.
19. Marchett. Anat. cap.7. and others, of which
Blafius has given us an ample Lift in his Commenta-
ries on Veflingius.

He likewife tells us, that the Ovaria grow to a
wonderful Bulk, and contain fuch a huge Quantity of
Liquor, that they become dropfical, whereof Skenck:-
us 1n his O4f has recorded many Examples, as hath
Riolan, and many others.

Munnicks in his Bibliothec. Anat. gives us the Hi-
flory of a large Dropfy of the right Ovarium.

Mortgagnz has told us, that he- has often met with
targe Veficles in the Owvaria, and, in morbid Bodies,
fometimes full of purulent Matter.

Sylvius
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Sylvius. Ex lympbavicis lafis tam Virilium, quam
Muliebrium Tefticulorum, &c. Hydrops particularis
excitari poteft.

Veflingius cap: 7. has often met with large Tu-
mours, from Obftructions in the Ovaria of Women.

Vefalius found in the right Ovarium, g or 10 Glan-
dules, like Goofe Eggs, with Matter not unlike the
Whites of Eggs, or rather thicker.

Gul. Ballon, paradig. vi. found an Impofthume of the
Nature of a Steatoma, near the Collum Uteri ; The Wo-
man had a large Tumour on herSide 16 Years, and had
only one Quarium, which was fhown as a wonderful
thing.

A%W eftminfier, about two Years ago, 1 opened the
Body of a Gentlewoman, about 60, whofe left Ova-
»ium, of a great Bulk, weigh’d vi. 5. to which ad-
her’d feveral Hydatides like Pullets Eggs.

Hildan mentions an Hydropick Tumour of the right
Owarium, of a prodigious bulk, ftuff’d with Hair, vide
Gul. Fab. Hild, Cent. 5 Obf. 48, Greg. Horft. Tom, 2.
L 4. Ob. 53.

Ruyfech Obf. Anat. 17. A Dropfie (fayshe) of the
Owvarium, or (if you pleafe) of the Eggs, isan Affection,
or Difeafe, well enough known to others, but I am
afraid not fo well confider’d; Authors have agreed to
<call it Hydatis, with which name I fhall reft fatisfied,
provided we agree about the fubje& of the Di.
ftemper. I obferve this, moft frequently, if not al-
ways, to be the Eggs, but fo chang’d, and fometimes
fwell’d to fuch a Bulk, that I have often feen them
larger than a Child’s Head.

Drelincourt has given usa very full and exad Ac-
count of a Dropfie of the left Ovarium, in a Lady of
35 Years. The Tumour, of an enormous Bulk, con-
tinu’d three Years. The Body of the Cvarium, with
all contain’d in it, weigh’d, 6o 5. It was nothing

but
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but a number of little Globules, clufter’d together,
that differ’d in their Roundnefs, Form, Colour, and
Confiftence, proceeding from little {eminary Veficles
in a Clufter. Some had Water extremely clear and
liquid, others a yellowith Serum thin, others a glu-
tinous Matter ; fome were as- big as Pullets Eggs,
others bigger than one’s Fift.

Let thefe few, out of the many Inftances which
I could produce from Authors of undoubted Repu-
tation, {uffice to prove, that the Ovarie, as well as
the Tube Falloppiane, Ligaments, and Uterus itfelf,
are not free from Dropfies, &¢. and that they pro-
ceed from Obftrudions, often occafioned by rude and
violent dealing with Women in difficult Labours,
which generally bring on a train of difmal Symptoms,
that fooner or later, according to- the Strength of
the Sufferer, after a miferable, painful, languithing
Life, end in Death.

The manifeft Succefs in this uncommon Cafe may
be of ufe, and may fhew, that we ought not to dif-
pair too foon, in Diftempers. that are feemingly moft
dangerous.. '

IV. Praparatio Carulei Pruffiaci ex Germania miffa

ad Johannem Woodward, M. D, Prof. Med.
Grefh. R. S. S.

B Artari crudi & Nitri crudi Siccati ad 3iiii. Pul-

verifentur minutiffime, & commifceantur, de-
inde admoto igneo carbone detonentur, & habebis
Salis Tartari extemporanei 3iiii. Dum adhuc calidum
eft hoc Sal, pulverifetur {ubtiliffime, & addantur fangud-

nis Bovini probe exficcati & fubtilifli pulv. 3iiii I}-}I:ec,
ene



